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Loves Farm News

The Love’s Farm party crew living it up at last year’s Halloween Disco. Tickets are on sale now from Love’s Farm House

Love’s Farm House is Two!
It’s two years since Love’s Farm House
first opened its doors. Since then we’ve
hosted over 2,000 events from baby
groups, youth clubs and exercise classes
to coffee mornings, bar nights and parties,
and welcomed almost 100,000 visitors. To
mark our second birthday we’re hosting
another exciting week of events for the
whole family, including parties, theatre
performances and our annual awards
ceremony. We really hope you can join us.

LFCA & LFH Quiz, Community
Champion Awards and AGM
Friday 20 October, 7pm
Annual General Meetings aren’t always
the most electrifying way to spend a
Friday night, but we keep things upbeat
with a family quiz and our Community
Champion Awards. It’s a great chance to
meet your neighbours and find out what’s
happening in the community, and the

Also in this issue... Important updates about parking restrictions (p3)
and a new primary school for Love’s Farm residents (p4)
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bar’s open too. There’ll also be a chance
to find out — and have your say — about
the new parking restrictions that are
coming to Love’s Farm (see page 4).

Neon Disco
Saturday 21 October, 8pm-12am

It’s Glow Sticks A-Go-Go at our Neon Disco

Dig out your day-glo outfits and get ready
to dance to classic 80s and 90s floorfillers from Rick Astley to The Prodigy and
back again. We had a great time at last
year’s 80s Disco so we’re back for more.
Over 18s only. Tickets £5 in advance.

Lost and Found
Monday 23 October, shows
at 11:30am and 2:30pm
Set sail on a wonderful theatrical
adventure in this magical, musical
adaptation based on the book by awardwinning, bestselling picture book creator,
Oliver Jeffers. Produced by the same
people who brought My Pet Monster and

Set sail with Lost and Found children’s theatre production
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Me and Dotty the Dragon to Love’s Farm
House in 2015 and 2016, this show is
set to be a real treat for 3-7 year olds.
Performances at 11:30am and 2:30pm.
Tickets £6 per head in advance.

Halloween Disco
Saturday 28 October, 6-10pm
Get ready for an evening of spooky fun
and ghoulish goings on at the Haunted
Farm House. There’ll be games for
younger children from 6pm and a chance
for kids and adults of all ages to strut their
freakiest moves from 7pm. Fancy dress
encouraged but not essential. Tickets are
£2 per head in advance — don’t miss out!

Get Your Freak On at the Love’s Farm Halloween Disco

And Lots More Besides...
Limelight Entertainment’s half term
workshop is inspired by Beauty and the
Beast (Tuesday 24 October 9am-1pm,
ages 3+, £15 per child, contact amy@
limelightentertainmentuk.com), while
Tiny Tots Dance will be running a
spook-bat-ular dance workshop on
Wednesday 25 October at 10am. Visit
www.tinytotsdance.co.uk for more info.
St Neots Library’s Baby and Toddler
Rhymetime will be back at the Farm
House on Friday 27 October at 10.30am,
and the grown ups can join in with our
Jam Night that evening (see page 9).
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Tickets on Sale Now

What is Proposed?

Call 01480 262626 or pop in to Love’s
Farm House (Monday to Friday, 9am to
3pm) to get your tickets for the Neon
Disco, Lost & Found and Halloween
Disco. We accept cash or card.

Spine Roads (Stone Hill, Great High
Ground, Dramsell Rise, Station
Square, Kester Way, Hogsden Leys)

Restricting Parking
on Love’s Farm – Your
Comments Needed!
In our previous update (Love’s Farm
News, April 2017) we reported that Cambs
County Council (CCC) had agreed funding
for parking restrictions on Love’s Farm.
Following discussions with LFCA, CCC
has developed some outline proposals,
for which they have asked us to hold
an initial informal consultation. After
years of lobbying this feels like real
progress and it is important that as
many residents as possible use this
opportunity to get the scheme you want.
Based on the results of the initial
consultation CCC will do further work
on the detail of the scheme, and a
second, formal consultation will then
be run, probably in early 2018.
Timescales are dictated by the need
to get the scheme implemented within
the current financial year. From the
residents’ viewpoint, it’s worth noting that
the parking restrictions in Longsands
(other side of the railway) are now being
enforced by the Police and so it’s likely
that commuter parking will move to Love’s
Farm in the absence of restrictions here.

No parking (double yellow lines) on all of
these except for specific parking areas
on each of the roads — a draft map of
these is available at www.ourlovesfarm.
co.uk/parking. The specific parking
areas on Station Square and Kester
Way would be time limited (probably
two hours maximum) to assist with
station dropping off and visiting shops,
Leonardo’s and Love’s Farm House.
Other designated parking on spine
roads will not be time restricted.
Side roads (all other roads that
will be adopted by CCC)
Three options are proposed
for the initial consultation:
(a) no restrictions on side roads (as per
the current situation)
(b) restricted parking e.g. single yellow line
with one hour of no parking (probably
11am to midday, or miday to 1pm)
(c) full restrictions — double yellows on
side roads.
Within these options (b) and (c) it is
envisaged that a small number of
parking bays would be identified that
don’t block the flow of traffic, and
would remain with no restrictions.
If (b) or (c) was implemented, there
may be an option for specific side
roads to be excluded based on
residents’ feedback (except near the
junction to spine roads). However,
implementing a mix of (a), (b) and (c)
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within one road is likely to be too costly
in terms of consultation and design.
On-street parking may not currently be
a significant problem on your street, but
bear in mind that it may increase if and
when other streets adopt restrictions, and
if commuters learn where the pockets
of unrestricted parking are located.

How do I respond?
Visit www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk/parking
to complete the survey. Alternatively,
email parking@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
or write to LFCA Parking Group c/o
Loves Farm House, 17 Kester Way, St
Neots, PE19 6SL. You can also email
our County Councillor for Love’s Farm:
Julie.Wisson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
LFCA will host a discussion as part
of our AGM at Love’s Farm House,
7pm on Friday 20 October.
Please do take the time to respond. The
design of Love’s Farm parking restrictions
will be based on your feedback!
David Wells, LFCA Parking Committee

A New School for
Love’s Farm Residents
A group of Love’s
Farm residents
have spent the past
year campaigning
to increase primary
school provision for Love’s Farm. As
the population on Love’s Farm has
grown – and with an unusually high
proportion of young families – the
effective catchment area for the Round
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House school has shrunk significantly,
leaving families on many streets to
the north and south of Love’s Farm
missing out on a place and having to
travel to other schools in St Neots.
Cambridgeshire County Council was
unable to find a solution for September
2017 but it has assured the campaign
team that there will be additional places
created for Love’s Farm children in
reception and year one for September
2018. The most likely scenario appears
to be a new school on the Wintringham
Park development, on the other side of
Cambridge Road to the south of Love’s
Farm. Wintringham Park is currently in
pre-planning stage, with negotiations
between developers Urban and Civic
and Hunts District Council. If it all goes
smoothly, planning permission will be
granted within the next few months and
Urban and Civic hopes to start building
in late 2018. The development previously
included two two-form-entry primary
schools, one of which will be increased
to three-form entry to accommodate
the overflow from Love’s Farm.
That won’t be quick enough to deliver a
new school for September 2018, so the
proposal is that the school will initially
open in temporary buildings – and at
a temporary location. Despite many
uncertainties, the County Council are
ploughing ahead with the commissioning
of the new school, and two sponsors
are bidding to run it. One is the Diamond
Learning Partnership Trust, which runs
The Round House (as well as Winhills
and Middlefield). The other is The St
Neots Learning Partnership, which runs
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Longsands and Ernulf secondary schools.
The Diamond Learning Partnership Trust
have proposed that the new school would
be a sister school to the Round House,
with (Round House headteacher) Mrs
Bryden as its executive head and with
temporary buildings on the Round House
site. The St Neots Learning Partnership
has suggested it would house temporary
buildings on its Longsands site.
Both trusts made presentations at a
public meeting on 27 September, and
were interviewed by a panel at the
County Council on 29 September. The
council will make a recommendation
to the Department for Education for
its preferred sponsor. The successful
sponsor should be announced soon.
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The campaign group is particularly
interested in how each trust proposes
to manage the school so that pupils
still feel part of the Love’s Farm
community. They are very keen that the
new school feels part of Love’s Farm,
and children attending both the new
school and The Round House feel part
of the same community. The council
has assured them that they share this
priority, and that this will be considered
as part of the selection process.
There is still much uncertainty, making
it difficult for parents of children who
are due to start school in September
2018 to select their preferred schools
by January 2018. The council assured
those attending the meeting on 27
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September that the admissions process
would allow for this, and there may be
a deadline extension if necessary.
Our county councillor Julie Wisson is keen
to hear from the families living in Love’s
Farm so the council can better serve the
community in the future. The County
Council will be posting the Love’s Farm
Community Survey the second week of
October. Please complete and return it to
help the council to better understand the
needs of the community. Residents are
welcome to attend a councillor surgery on
the first Saturday of every month at Love’s
Farm House, 10-11am. No appointment
is necessary: this is a drop-in surgery for
you to discuss any concerns you may
have with councillors. See the inside
back cover for their contact details.
For more information about the campaign
please visit www.roundhousecampaign.
co.uk or www.facebook.com/
groups/roundhousecampaign.

Let’s Hatch:
Conference for Mums
Thursday 12 October, 11.45am
to 4pm, Love’s Farm House
Are you a working mum on maternity
leave, coming to the end of an extended
break from work to raise your family,
or unhappy in your job and feeling a
bit stuck? We all know that it takes a
village to raise a family and find the right
work/life balance — Hatch is where you
can meet your tribe and connect with
other mums like you. We are excited to

Plan your next career move with Let’s Hatch.

announce our first conference for local
mums in Cambridgeshire. We’re bringing
inspirational talks, skills workshops,
training and coaching from some of the
UK’s most inspiring working women to
St Neots! Please join us and meet likeminded working mums, in a supportive
and confidence-boosting environment.
Visit http://tinyurl.com/letshatch
to book your free place.
Launched in 2015 by St Neots mum
Sarah Copeland, Hatch is an unwavering
champion of female potential. They are
a social enterprise founded on the belief
that every woman has the right to a
meaningful career that works for her and
her family. They work tirelessly to support
an ever-growing community of women —
the Hatch tribe — to increase their skills,
confidence and professional aspirations.
They also work alongside progressive
companies to help them better support
and develop their female employees.

SMART Goes Indoors
Sat 7 October, 11am and 1pm
October’s SMART day will include some
indoor cleaning as we get the Love’s
Farm House community centre ready
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for the LFCA annual general meeting
later in the month. If you have some time
to spare on 7 October please join other
volunteers at the Pirate Ship at 11am and/
or at Love’s Farm House at 1pm (please
make a note of the times). Outdoors we’ll
pick litter and tidy our shared spaces
across the community. Indoors we’ll do
a deep clean of the community centre
and touch up some of the paint. The
more help the merrier so please do come
along if you can — thank you so much!

Northern Access
Closed to Emergency
Vehicles
In early August the northern access to
Love’s Farm was closed to all vehicles
including emergency services. Concerned
residents raised the issue of lack of
emergency access to the north of the
estate at a recent meeting with Cambs
County Council Highways, who are
currently consulting on permanently
closing the northern access to all
vehicles. Highlighting the concern that
a third of the estate would be stranded
should there be an accident on Stone Hill
coupled with increased response times
by emergency services, Highways have
agreed to remove the concrete block
and look to install manual bollards for
emergency vehicles which would replace
the costly mechanised ones. You can
find details of the consultation to close
the northern access to all vehicles at
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk/busgate.
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Hartbeeps for
Children In Need
13 to 17 November
This November Hartbeeps hosts
a full week of sessions raising
money for Children in Need.
Starting on Monday 13 November at
Love’s Farm House, Hartbeeps invites
families to take part in a Pudseyinspired storytelling session set at the
‘Ted’s Hospital’. Tiny teds will sing,
dance and move their way to making
the bears all better. Pudsey himself
will make an appearance and all the
participants are invited to wear pyjamas
and donate to the important cause.
The BBC Children in Need Appeal Show
this year takes place on 17 November
and all Hartbeeps sessions that week will
be raising money for Pudsey! Hartbeeps
runs sensory, musical, storytelling
sessions for small people and their
grown ups at Love’s Farm House, One
Leisure St Neots and at the family-run
shop BabyBe in Offord Darcy. For more
details email anna@hartbeeps.com.

Hartbeeps, Monday mornings at Love’s Farm House
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Messy Church
Friday 6 October, 3:30-5:30pm
Join the Breakfast
Church+ team
straight from
school on the
first Friday of
each month (6
October, 3 November, 1 December) at
Love’s Farm House for Messy Church.
The idea is to provide an opportunity for
families of all age groups to explore a
Bible story together through a variety of
activities including games, crafts, film
and more, then to share a meal together.
This month we’re unpacking the story of
David and Goliath followed by a shared
meal of sausage, mash, beans and salad,
with cake for pudding. There’s no need to
book but children must be accompanied
by an adult. The afternoon is free but
you’re welcome to make a donation on
the day. We look forward to seeing you!

St Neots Film
Festival 2017
8 & 9 November, Cineworld
10 November, Love’s Farm House
The St Neots Film Festival is back for a
second year to showcase local filmmaking
talent. It takes place at Cineworld St
Neots on 8 and 9 November from 6pm,
with winning films shown again on 10
November, 8pm at Love’s Farm House.
Last year over 200 cinema goers enjoyed
40 short films demonstrating the fantastic

St Neots Film Festival takes over a screen at Cineworld

talent in the Cambridgeshire area.
Reflecting on the 2016 festival, Ben Franklin,
co-director of the winning adult film, The
Birch, said, “I was unaware that there was
a filmmaking community in the area until
I found out about the festival. It’s been a
brilliant opportunity for local filmmakers of
all ages to be able to put their work up on
the big screen in front of a live audience.”
Huntingdon filmmaker, Adrian Storey,
said, “It was a real honour to have four of
my films selected for the festival, even
more so when I got to see the standard
of the other films that were screened.”
Daphne Brown from St Neots said, “I
have only been filmmaking since retiring
and was so pleased to see films made by
young people. This will encourage young
people to continue in this fascinating
activity which, apart from the technical
skills, involves detailed observation,
sound, music and endless patience.”
St Neots Town Council has granted
funding to run the festival, and also
to provide filmmaking workshops for
local children who can then submit
their films and see their production on
the big screen. The festival organisers
have been working with a group of
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year 5 children at the Round House
Primary Academy on a film written,
directed by and starring the children.
Prizes will be awarded to winners in
four categories: Fiction, Children’s,
Teenage, and Documentaries. Visit
www.stneotsfilmfestival.co.uk for more
information and to book your tickets.

Love’s Farm Rocks
Have you spotted some colourful rocks,
either on social media or dotted around
Love’s Farm? The idea is simple: decorate
some pebbles and place them for children
(and adults) to find. Then take a photo and
post on social media with the hashtag
#lovesfarmrocks and put them in a new
place. They’re cropping up regularly on
Love’s Farm, and can turn a boring trip
to the shop into an exciting rock hunt.

Tank fly boss walk jam nitty-gritty... this is jaaaam hot.

pre-gig nerves. We’ll be putting together
a set list of songs so you can practice
in advance if you want. Please email
ben@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk or join
the Facebook event (www.facebook.
com/lovesfarmhouse/events) and
we’ll keep you posted. You can make
your own song suggestions too!

What’s New at
Love’s Farm House
Minilinguals Spanish Classes
Wednesdays 9.30-10am ages 3months+,
£45 per term (sibling discount available)

Brightening up the neighbourhood with #lovesfarmrocks

Pump Up the Jam
Friday 27 October, 8-11pm
Bring your instruments and singing
voices to Love’s Farm House for a night
of music making. All instruments and
abilities welcome (sorry, no under-18s),
and the bar’s open to help with those

Exciting, engaging Spanish classes for
Pre-School children are coming to Love’s
Farm House! At Minilinguals your child
will learn the Spanish language through
music, movement, fun and games.
Research shows that our brains are
automatically wired to learn language,
and that this ability is at its best through
the early years of life, so bring your little
ones along and they will soak it up like
a sponge! For more information or to
make a booking contact Vicky on 07979
503269 or hello@minilinguals.co.uk.
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Tiny Tots Dance
Wednesdays 10.30-11.30am (walking to
2½ years) and 11.30-12.30pm (2+ years),
£4.50 per week or £24 for 6 classes
Following the success of their Tiny
Tutus class last term, Tiny Tots Dance
have added a second class at Love’s
Farm House, this time for children from
walking to age 2½. The Tiny Tots class
has been designed around the magic
of movement and dance to help shape
lasting memories in a fun and engaging
environment. Props such as ribbons,
bean bags, instruments and scarves will
help to encourage your child’s sense of
play through dance. To enrol contact
hello@tinytotsdance.co.uk or visit www.
facebook.com/tinytotsdanceclasses.

Yogabellies - Luna Yoga
Wednesdays 8.15-9.15pm
Yogabellies have added another class to
their busy schedule at Love’s Farm House,
and this one is for the ladies. Take time
for yourself and rebalance your system
with this beautiful Hatha-style yoga class
designed specifically for women. To enrol
contact niki@yogabellies.co.uk or visit
www.facebook.com/nikiyogabellies.

Tuesday Coffee Shop

The Farm House Coffee Shop, Tuesdays 9am to 12:30pm

from our library. We also serve breakfast
on Saturdays (9-11am), and Switch Cafe
is here on Thursdays and Fridays 10am
to 2pm serving cakes and light lunches.

Cocktails and Karaoke
Friday 6 October, 8pm-12am
Love’s Farm House turns into a hotbed
of Karaoke-flavoured fun on the first
Friday of the month. We have 1280 songs
in our songbook, four microphones, full
disco lights and lyrics projected onto
our cinema screen. It doesn’t improve
the quality of singing one iota but there
are always top marks for effort.
Since April we’ve been mixing it up with
cocktails served at the bar. The cocktail
menu changes each month, so whether
you fancy a Bruno Marstini or a Barry
White Russian, you know where to go.

Tuesdays 9am-12:30pm

Advertise Here

The Farm House Coffee Shop is open
every Tuesday during term time serving
homemade cakes and treats, proper
coffee, speciality teas and indulgent hot
chocolate. Stay as long as you like and
help yourself to books and magazines

Advertise your company or Love’s Farm
House event with a half-page, quarterpage or classified advert. This newsletter
is delivered to 1,400 homes on Love’s
Farm. Contact Jenny on 01480 262626,
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk.
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Bookings and general enquiries
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm):
Jenny Bishop 01480 262626
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk

£5 per class. Contact Becky
on becky_16@hotmail.com.
£8 per class. Contact Ildi on
ildiko.miklos@hotmail.com,
facebook.com/ildinia

Baby Sensory

Birth to 13months, £70 for 10
classes. Contact Sarah on 07921
299375 beds@babysensory.
co.uk, www.babysensory.com

Yogabellies

Tiny Tots Dance

Community Chaplain,
Breakfast Church

Helene Tame, 07938 803501
community.chaplain@
yahoo.co.uk

Hartbeeps

Ages: 0 to 4, £7 per child.
Contact Anna on 07903
142133 annac@hartbeeps.
com, www.hartbeeps.com

2nd St Neots Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts
tinyurl.com/lovesfarmcubs

Ages: 5-7 (Rainbows),
7-10 (Brownies), 10-14
(Guides). Contact guides@
lovesfarmguiding.org.uk,
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Pilates

www.lovesfarmhouse.com

David Wells, Town Councillor,
01480 211629,
davidjwells@hotmail.co.uk
Ian Gardener, District Councillor,
07970 613498, Ian.Gardener@
huntingdonshiredc.org.uk
Barry Chapman, District
Councillor, 07803 134565
barry.chapman@live.co.uk
Julie Wisson, County Councillor
07725 791459, julie.wisson@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Love’s Farm Rainbows,
Brownies & Guides

Child & Me Zumba

Contact Customer Services on
0330 100 0272 www.bpha.org.uk

Chair: Ben Pitt
ben@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk

Councillors

Ages: Birth to Preschool, £1
per family. Contact Helene on
07938 803501, community.
chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

BPHA

£78 for 12 classes. Contact
Laura on 07900 242904 or
laura@laurasfitness.co.uk.

  lovesfarmhouse

Little Loves

Ages: from walking to pre-school,
£4.50 per child. Contact Amy
hello@tinytotsdance.co.uk
or www.facebook.com/
tinytotsdanceclasses

Parents/carers with children aged
0 to 5, £4.50 per session. Contact
Becky becky_h16@hotmail.com
Contact Niki on 07514093907,
niki@yogabellies.co.uk,
www.yogabellies.co.uk

Junior Youth Club

Ages: School Years 3 to 6.
Contact Helene on 07938
803501, community.
chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

Minilinguals

St Neots Film Club

Love’s Farm Starlings

Streetdance

Ages: 3 months to pre-school,
£45 for 10 classes. Contact
Vicky on 07979 503269 or
hello@minilinguals.co.uk.
Ages: Birth to 5, £2 per family.
Contact St Neots Children’s
Centre on 01480 358340,
Stneotsruralchildrenscentre@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

St Neots Tang Soo
Do Karate Club

Ages: 6 to adult. £4.50 per
person / £9 per family. Contact
Paul on 07790 217170

Love’s Farm Circuits

Ages: 16+, £5 per class.
Contact Neal on 07843
259294, lovesfarmcircuits@
gmail.com, www.facebook.
com/LovesFarmCircuits

£5 per person. Contact
Melina melinalafirenze@
gmail.com, www.facebook.
com/StNeotsFilmClub
Rosettes: Ages 4 to 6, £4. Junior
Street Dance: Ages 7 to 10, £5.50.
Intermediate Street Dance: Ages
10+, £5.50 per session. Contact
Katy on 07500 875060, www.
katynorthdanceacademy.com

Kidz & Sibz

Call 033 33 44 86 86,
www.kidzsibz.com

Let’s Hatch

See page 6 for information.

Love’s Farm Ladies (WI)

lovesfarmladieswi@gmail.com

Love’s Farm Runners
Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/lovesfarmrunners

