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Loves Farm News

Great Get Together 
Community Fun Day 

Saturday 23 June
Round House school from 2pm, 
Love’s Farm House from 4pm
Please come and be a part of the Love’s 
Farm Great Get Together Community 
Fun Day on Saturday 23 June between 2 
and 4pm on the field of the Round House 
school. The afternoon will be packed full 
of activities for grown ups and children, 
with stalls and demonstrations by some 

of our community groups including 
Scouts and Guides, Hartbeeps, Baby 
Sensory, Little Loves, a Bhangra dance 
group, Katy North’s dance classes, 
Messy Church and more besides. The 
St Neots Library will be present with a 
display of local history as well as the 
Woodcraft Folk and Rotary Club.
There will be bouncy castles, water 
zorbs, tennis tasters, petanque, ice 
cream, cake from the WI, face paints, 

Last year’s Great Get Together was on Station Square. This year it’ll be on the school field and at Love’s Farm House.



June - July 2018 www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk

raffles and tombolas. Love’s Farm 
Runners will be hosting an advice, 
exercise and information hub and then 
lead a mile-long Jog, Jeff, Walk, Shuffle, 
Scoot ending at Love’s Farm House 
where live music will be playing and a 
barbecue cooking. The day will coincide 
with other events running across the 
country as part of the Great Get Together 
initiative in memory of Jo Cox MP.
Please come and help make the Love’s 
Farm community day a success – bring 
along your neighbours and friends, host 
a stall on behalf of your street or plan to 
enjoy the barbecue together. Please get in 
touch with Helene (community.chaplain@
yahoo.co.uk) or your Street Rep for 
more information (or if you’d like to help) 
– and do put 23 June in your diary!

Meet Your Councillors
On Thursday 3 May 2018 Love’s Farm 
elected councillors for Huntingdon 
District and St Neots Town Councils. 
Our new councillors represent Love’s 
Farm along with the forthcoming 
Wintringham and Love’s Farm East 
developments. We have invited them 
to introduce themselves below.

David Wells
Huntingdonshire District 
Council (Conservative)
davidjwells@
hotmail.co.uk

A big Thank You for your support 
at the recent election.
My wife Lynn and I have lived on Love’s 
Farm since 2010, both our children 
were educated in Cambridgeshire state 
schools. I am passionate that local 
councils deliver for local people. I am 
Treasurer of LFCA and previously served 
as your local Town Councillor since 2012, 
including lobbying for parking restrictions. 
I am a governor of the Round House 
and St Mary’s schools in St Neots and 
attend St Mary’s parish church. I work 
part time in financial management.
My priorities working with LFCA, my 
fellow district councillor, Nik Johnson 
and our Town Councillors are:
1. Continue to fight for Love’s Farm – 
including monthly residents’ surgeries 
at Loves’ Farm House, ensuring 
delivery of parking restrictions that 
balance safety and access with 
the parking needs of residents and 
consideration of the Northern Access.
2. Work for quality expansion of 
Wintringham Park and LF East, ensuring 
delivery of new schools and adequate, safe, 
controlled crossings on Cambridge Road.
3. Actively lobby for A428 work to start 
by 2020 as promised. As a steering 
group member, ensure the new St 
Neots Master Plan work delivers new 
facilities, jobs and skills to St Neots.

The Zorbs were a hit with children last year at 
the Round House school’s PTA summer fair.
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Nik Johnson
Huntingdonshire District 
Council (Labour)
nikmagpiejohnson@
btinternet.com 

I just wanted to say a big “thank you“ to all 
of you who voted for and supported me.
I have been an NHS children’s doctor 
at Hinchingbrooke Hospital for the 
last 12 years and whilst working at 
the heart of the community, I have 
met many children and their families 
who are Love’s Farm residents.
It has been a real joy to re-establish 
contact with many of you. I very much 
intend to get to know as many of you 
as possible whilst out and about. I was 
really enthused by the inspirational 
feeling of community spirit and 
pride people have in Love’s Farm.
Working with you all I want to combine 
the skills I have learned in my professional 
life to work with housing, education and 
social care agencies as well as the district 
and county councils to best represent 
the whole community of Love’s Farm.
I have a vision of an integrated, thriving, 
happy community, which by building on 
the energy and vision of local resident 
groups can deliver a healthy, active 
community leading the way not only in 
Cambridgeshire but also nationally.
I want to play my part in taking Love’s 
Farm to a better future as the specific 
new challenges of Wintringham Park 
and “Love’s Farm 2” begin to unfold.
My door is always open.

Caroline Gregson
St Neots Town Council 
(Independent)
caroline.gregson@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk

I moved to Love’s Farm with my husband 
and daughter (who attends the Round 
House) in 2013 from Blackheath in 
London and have continued to work 
as an energy and infrastructure lawyer 
in a large law firm, now commuting 
2-3 days a week. My main hobby is 
playing tennis and I participate in the 
local leagues for St Neots Tennis Club 
where I have met new friends and 
learnt much about the surrounding 
area through the away matches. 
I have been involved in a number of 
community initiatives: I was a founding 
trustee of Love’s Farm House and am 
currently a trustee of St Neots Aquatic 
and Leisure CIO, which is the charity 
which owns the old swimming pool 
land on which Eat N Bowl is located. We 
hope to facilitate further development 
on the site including a new indoor 
pool and splash park. I have also 
been a street rep and now co-ordinate 
Neighbourhood Watch for my street. 
I hope that through being a town 
councillor, I will be able to give a voice 
to some under-represented groups, 
particularly women, and the new 
residents that will be moving into St 
Neots East. I’m particularly interested 
in local infrastructure and hope to 
use my legal skills in improving the 
procedures and efficiency of the council.
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Colin Holmes
St Neots Town Council 
(Independent)
colin.holmes@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk

I have lived on Love’s Farm for four years 
with my wife and two children, who 
attend the Round House School. I’ve 
got to know many of the local faces and 
characters through the school, Love’s 
Farm House, or Sunday evening football. 
I believe the vibrant community on Love’s 
Farm is unique and I am proud to have 
the opportunity to represent it. I feel it’s 
vital for Love’s Farm to have a loud voice 
and play a key role in the future growth 
and development of St Neots. I hope 
my experience in leadership training 
and organisation development can 
influence positive change in the town.

Stephen Ferguson
St Neots Town Council 
(Independent)
stephen.ferguson@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk

I have lived on Love’s Farm for four 
years, after moving here from North 
London. Before arriving I scoured most 
of southern England in order to find the 
best place to live, and since moving here, I 
remain convinced that choosing St Neots 
was the correct decision. I was previously 
the Chairman of Governors of a SEN 
school in North London, leading them to 
their first Outstanding Ofsted, and raising 
over £250,000 for the school charity. 
I am an Aero Engineer and currently 

employed as a Marketing Director for an 
engineering software division of Siemens.
My most significant contribution to St 
Neots is as the founding Event Director 
of the new parkrun in Pocket Park, which 
is tentatively due to start in June and 
will offer a free communal running and 
walking experience to 300+ residents 
every Saturday morning. Pocket parkrun 
will have a significant impact on the health 
and wellbeing of St Neots as a whole, 
and will instantly become one of St Neots 
largest and most active communities.
I am passionate about St Neots, and 
especially representing “the new St Neots” 
of Love’s Farm and Wintringham. I am 
looking forward to serving our community 
as one of your Town Councillors.

Ben Pitt
St Neots Town Council 
(Independent)
ben.pitt@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk 

I moved to Love’s Farm in 2012 with my 
wife Kirsty and our two children. Since 
2014 I have led a team of local residents 
to manage our community centre, Love’s 
Farm House. I’m a parent governor at 
the Round House school, and in 2017 
became the chair of governors. I’m 
involved in St Neots Film Club, which runs 
monthly film screenings, film production 
workshops for children and the St Neots 
Film Festival. I’ve worked as a freelance 
journalist for over 20 years, writing about 
creative arts production, and am a keen 
amateur musician, photographer and 
filmmaker. Since 2017 I’ve worked for a 
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local charity in community development.
I moved to Love’s Farm for practical 
reasons but I’ve come to really love 
living here. The people are friendly, 
fun and really look out for each other. 
I’m looking forward to using my time 
as your Town Councillor to encourage 
integration with Love’s Farm and the rest 
of St Neots, support the development 
of a thriving town centre and help to 
provide opportunities for quality housing, 
work, leisure, culture and community 
support — particularly for the people who 
often miss out on these opportunities.

Councillor Surgeries
Meet your Town, District and County 
councillors at the monthly surgeries 
held at Love’s Farm House, 10-11am 
on the first Saturday of the month.

Love’s Farm House 
Garden in Full Bloom
If you’ve never ventured out to the garden 
at Love’s Farm House, now is a great time 
to check it out. Lovingly designed and 
maintained by our volunteers, it includes 

a shaded patio seating area, raised beds 
and borders that are bursting with colour 
and a willow tepee for children to chill 
out in. The garden gets regular use from 
groups such as Little Loves (Thursdays 
9:30-11am), and on sunny Saturday 
mornings you can order breakfast 
from the café and enjoy it outside. 
The garden is included when you hire 
Love’s Farm House for private parties, 
too. Turn to page 10 for information 
on prices and how to book.
We’re always happy to have more 
volunteers to help maintain the garden. 
If you could spare an hour or two 
from time to time, please get in touch 
with Maria at mrrsrss@gmail.com.

Update: Love’s Farm 
Parking Restrictions
Wednesday 13 June, 2-9pm 
Love’s Farm House
The County Highways officers are 
currently drafting detailed proposals 
for parking restrictions. Each 
resident of Love’s Farm will receive a 
consultation letter with a link to the 
proposals from 4 June onwards.
There will also be an exhibition and 
opportunity to ask questions; please 
come along to Love’s Farm House on 
Wednesday 13 June any time between 
2pm and 9pm to find out more.
Responses to the consultation will be 
reviewed during July. If the majority of 
residents are in favour of the proposals, 
the formal Traffic Restriction Order (TRO) The garden at Love’s Farm House is available for parties.
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will follow, with planned implementation 
of the restrictions during the autumn.
These restrictions are a key opportunity 
to improve the environment of Love’s 
Farm, but inevitably they will need to be 
a compromise between improving safety 
and traffic flow versus some restrictions 
on residents’ ability to park. Please use 
this opportunity to make your voice heard.

David Wells

Messy Church
Fri 8 June, 3:20pm
Love’s Farm House

Messy Church will run on Friday 8 
June, straight after school from 3.20 to 
5.15pm — and then again on Friday 6 
July, same time, before taking a break 
for the summer holidays. Each session 
includes some fun and activities for 
grown ups and children to do together 
before some all-together time to reflect 
on the theme of the day, sing and pray 
before hot dogs, salad and cake! 

Schools Update
Love’s Farm Community Association 
(LFCA) has been working closely 
with the Round House Capacity 
Campaign to ensure that residents’ 
voices are heard when it comes to 
school provision for our children. 

Primary Schools
The first half of the April LFCA committee 
meeting focused on primary schools, and 
in particular the opening of Wintringham 

Primary Academy.  Representatives 
from the school and Cambridgeshire 
County Council (CCC) were there 
to answer residents’ questions.
A Q&A document has been put together 
to answer some of the most commonly 
asked questions — please visit  
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk/schoolFAQ

Secondary Schools
During the meeting concerns were 
also raised about capacity in St Neots 
for secondary education, given the 
creation of 5,300 homes and nine 
forms of primary school classes 
across the Eastern Expansion. 
St Neots’ secondary schools are currently 
under capacity, but based on current 
projections CCC anticipate that they will 
be full by the mid-2020s. Meanwhile, the 
Department for Education (DfE) has given 
the go-ahead for a new Free School for St 
Neots, although these plans are currently 
on hold. CCC is waiting to see how this 
develops before committing to additional 
secondary school places in the town.

Cambridge Road Crossing
Cambridge Road crossings were included 
in the Wintringham Park planning 
application, with the current proposal 
being one toucan crossing between 
Dramsell Rise roundabout and the train 
line. LFCA has repeatedly raised concerns 
that this isn’t adequate or in the right 
location to ensure safe crossing across 
the road, particularly for Love’s Farm 
children attending Wintringham school.
A meeting took place on 18 May between 
LFCA, the Round House and Wintringham 
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school staff, councillors and relevant 
officers from the Council to discuss 
the issue. There is no breakthrough yet, 
but LFCA will continue to campaign 
for a safe crossing for our children.

Filmmakers 
Wanted
Cineworld St Neots, 
Love’s Farm House

Wed 7 to Fri 9 November 2018
Organisers of St Neots Film Festival 
are delighted to have permission to 
use Cineworld St Neots as their host 
venue for the third year running.

The festival will run over two evenings 
at Cineworld on Wednesday 7 and 
Thursday 8 November 2018. A further 
screening of selected films will take place 
on Friday 9 November at Love’s Farm 
House, with the opportunity to discuss 
the films and the filmmaking process 
with the directors and producers.
Getting the go-ahead from Cineworld 
has given the festival organisers a 
big boost. Festival Director, Melina La 
Firenze said, “We are so happy to be 
working with Cineworld again. Having 
the cinema as a venue will make all the 
difference to our fast-growing festival. 
More filmmakers will be attracted to the 
possibility of having their films seen on 
the big screen in a high quality venue, 
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and film-goers attending the festival 
get the real cinema experience.”
Selected films will include fiction made 
by children, teens and adults as well 
as documentaries. Organisers have 
begun holding workshops at the Round 
House school for young filmmakers, but 
anyone can make and submit a film to 
the festival. It’s the perfect family project 
for the summer holidays, so get your 
thinking caps on and start filming.
Films must be original work and no 
longer than 20 minutes. The deadline is 1 
September. More information, filmmaking 
tips and full rules of entry are available 
at www.stneotsfilmfestival.co.uk.

Chauka, Please 
Tell Us the Time 

Friday 15 June, film starts 8pm
Love’s Farm House
St Neots Film Club’s monthly screenings are 
on the third Friday of the month at Love’s 
Farm House, and show a wide variety of 
films from Art House to children’s classics.
June’s screening is acclaimed 2017 
documentary, Chauka, Please Tell Us 

the Time. It was shot in secret from 
inside an Australian detention centre on 
Manus Island using only a mobile phone. 
Chauka, the name of the dreaded solitary 
confinement unit, was named after a 
beautiful exotic bird that is a symbol of 
the island. Screened at the BFI London 
Film Festival this year, now coming 
to St Neots!  £5 entry, bar open from 
7:30pm, film starts at 8pm. Stick around 
for a post-film discussion at the bar.

Art at the Farm 
House: Marilyn Wood
Friday 8 June, 7:30pm
Love’s Farm House
The foyer and café space at Love’s Farm 
House plays host to a rolling programme 

St Neots Film Club presents Chauka, 8pm on 15 June

One of Marilyn’s submissions to the Nation Wide bursary.
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of art exhibitions by local artists. Our 
next exhibitor is Marilyn Wood.
During her time spent studying fashion 
design at Newcastle upon Tyne College 
of Art and Industrial Design, Marilyn 
entered the prestigious Nation Wide 
bursary competition held by the Royal 
Academy of Art. In 1981 she won this 
competition in the Fashion Design 
category. The prize money allowed her 
to travel to Paris and study at the Jean 
Darroux Academy for six weeks to learn 
the art of couture making by directly 
modelling fabric onto the tailor’s dummy 
to create garments. Showing at Love’s 
Farm House Gallery is the body of work 

she submitted to the Royal Academy. 
Since graduating, most of Marilyn’s 
working life has been in the fashion 
industry, working variously as a 
pattern cutter, production manager 
and design studio manager. She has 
run a theatre wardrobe department 
and worked in various Colleges and 
Universities teaching her craft.
Now living on Love’s Farm, Marilyn is 
exploring and experimenting with other 
art expressions and will have some of 
her recent twig collages on display. The 
exhibition launch evening is on Friday 
8 June from 7:30pm — everyone is 
welcome and the bar will be open.

To apply for either post please send a brief CV and covering letter setting out why you 
believe you would be suitable for the role to jobs@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk by 12pm on 
Monday 18 June 2018. For more information please contact Ben on 01480 262626.

The Farm House Bar is open every Friday evening, with a busy schedule of games nights, 
cocktails and karaoke, film screenings, quizzes, live music, Gin Lab events and gallery 
launches. We also provide a bar for private parties at weekends (usually Saturday nights). 
We are recruiting bar staff who are available on an ad-hoc basis to cover these shifts.

Love’s Farm House is Hiring

Bar and premises supervisor
£10.50 per hour
Duties include:
• Duty manager for private 

parties and public events
• Leading a small team of bar staff 
• Enforcing licensing regulations
• Ensuring the safe use of the 

building while on duty
Previous bar experience essential

Bar staff 
£8.75 per hour
Preferred skills and qualities:
• Friendly, outgoing and reliable
• Suitable judgement and confidence 

to enforce licensing regulations
• Good numeracy skills
• Awareness of health, safety, 

security and hygiene regulations
Previous bar experience desirable
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Jam Night at the 
Farm House Bar
Friday 22 June, 7:30-11pm
If you play an instrument (including 
vocal cords) head down to the Farm 
House for an evening of music making 
on 22 June. It couldn’t be any more 
informal — everyone’s welcome to bring 

or pick up an instrument and we always 
need singers to help us remember 
where we’re up to in the song. 
We’ll be using the evening to prepare a 
few songs to perform at the barbecue 
directly after the Great Get Together 
Community Fun Day on Saturday 23 
June, so if you’d like to sing a song 
or two please get in touch with Ben 
at ben@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk.

Advertise Here
Advertise your company or event with 
a half-page, quarter-page or classified 
advert. This newsletter is delivered 
to 1,400 homes on Love’s Farm. 
Contact Jenny on 01480 262626, 
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk. 

All the right notes, but not necessarily in the right order.
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Love’s Farm News
Editor: Ben Pitt  
ben.pitt@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Advertising Equiries:  
Jenny Bishop 01480 262626 
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk

Love’s Farm Community 
Association (LFCA)
Chair: Marcus Pickering marcus.
pickering@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk

  ourlovesfarm

Love’s Farm House
Bookings and general enquiries 
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm): 
Jenny Bishop 01480 262626  
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
Chair: Ben Pitt  
ben@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
www.lovesfarmhouse.com

  lovesfarmhouse

Town Councillors
Stephen Ferguson, stephen.
ferguson@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Caroline Gregson, caroline.
gregson@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Colin Holmes, colin.holmes@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Ben Pitt, ben.pitt@
ourlovesfarm.co.uk

District Councillors
David Wells, 01480 211629,  
davidjwells@hotmail.co.uk 
Nik Johnson, 07957 210183, 
nikmagpiejohnson@
btinternet.com

County Councillor
Julie Wisson, 07725 791459, julie.
wisson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Community Chaplain, 
Breakfast Church
Helene Tame, 07938 803501 
community.chaplain@
yahoo.co.uk

2nd St Neots Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts
tinyurl.com/lovesfarmcubs

Hartbeeps
Ages: 0 to 4, £7 per child. 
Contact Anna on 07903 
142133 annac@hartbeeps.
com, www.hartbeeps.com

Abacus Mental Maths 
Contact Abi on 07712 
659961 or Bedford@brainup.
uk, www.brainup.uk

Love’s Farm Zumba
£5 per class. Contact Becky 
on becky_16@hotmail.com.

Nia
£8 per class. Contact Ildi on 
ildiko.miklos@hotmail.com, 
facebook.com/ildinia

Baby Sensory
Birth to 13 months, £70 for 10 
classes. Contact Sam on 07538 
502587 beds@babysensory.
co.uk, www.babysensory.com

BPHA
Contact Customer Services on 
0330 100 0272 www.bpha.org.uk

Pilates
£78 for 12 classes. Contact 
Laura on 07900 242904 or 
laura@laurasfitness.co.uk.

Tiny Tots Dance
Ages: from walking to pre-school, 
£4.50 per child. Contact Amy 
hello@tinytotsdance.co.uk 
or www.facebook.com/
tinytotsdanceclasses

Minilinguals
Ages: 3 months to 7 years, 
£45 for 10 classes. Contact 
Vicky on 07979 503269 or 
hello@minilinguals.co.uk. 

Love’s Farm Starlings
Ages: Birth to 5, £2 per 
family. Call 01480 358340, 
Stneotsruralchildrenscentre@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

St Neots Tang Soo 
Do Karate Club
Ages: 6 to adult. £4.50 per 
person / £9 per family. Contact 
Paul on 07790 217170

Switch Now
Call 01480 700516 or email 
contact@switchnow.org.uk

Little Loves
Ages: Birth to Preschool, £1 
per family. Contact Helene on 
07938 803501, community.
chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

Love’s Farm Rainbows, 
Brownies & Guides
Ages: 5-7 (Rainbows), 
7-10 (Brownies), 10-14 
(Guides). Contact guides@
lovesfarmguiding.org.uk, 
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Child & Me Zumba
Parents/carers with children aged 
0 to 5,  £5 per session. Contact 
Becky becky_h16@hotmail.com

Yogabellies 
Contact Niki on 07514093907, 
niki@yogabellies.co.uk, 
www.yogabellies.co.uk

Junior Youth Club
Ages: School Years 3 to 6. 
Contact Helene on 07938 
803501, community.
chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

St Neots Film Club
£5 per person. Contact 
Melina at melinalafirenze@
gmail.com, www.facebook.
com/StNeotsFilmClub

Streetdance
Rosettes: Ages 4 to 6, £4. Junior 
Street Dance: Ages 7 to 10, £5.50. 
Intermediate Street Dance: Ages 
10+, £5.50 per session. Contact 
Katy on 07500 875060, www.
katynorthdanceacademy.com

Life Drawing
Contact Stephen at 
lifedrawing@neotists.co.uk

Love’s Farm Ladies (WI)
lovesfarmladieswi@gmail.com

Love’s Farm Runners
Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/lovesfarmrunners

Get In Touch




