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Love’s Farm
East Moves a
Step Closer
On 22 November, Huntingdonshire

District Council approved the Design
Code that sets out the principles for
the design of Love’s Farm East.

Located to the east of Love’s Farm,
the new development received
outline planning consent in August
2019. The details agreed back then
included up to 1,020 homes, a
primary school, pub, hotel, care
home and employment space. Rather
than provide new community or
health facilities on Love’s Farm East,
the developer will make a financial
contribution towards these buildings
being provided on theWintringham
development to the south.

The Design Code that was
approved on 22 November 2021 goes
into more detail, setting out various
principles for the layout and design of
the development. These include the
locations of green spaces and

hedgerows, sports pitches and
pavilions, allotments, play areas and
a skate park. It covers lots of other
topics such as building heights, road
widths and the guiding principles for
building designs, lighting and parking.

A road link suitable for buses was

Love’s Farm East will provide 1,020 new homes, a
primary school, pub, hotel, care home, employment
space plus sport and recreation facilities.
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rate, and we’re delighted to announce
some extremely worthy winners.

The Getting Stuff Done Award
went to Lara Davenport-Ray. Lara has
got stuck in with all sorts of tasks and
projects, from the East-West Rail
consultation to recycling schemes.

Adam and Zak Gharsallah won the
Green Fingers Award, thanks to their
regular help on gardening projects,
litter picks and building Hedgehog
Hotels.

Katie Rush was our Lockdown
Legend for setting up the Little
Lockdown Library in the front porch
of her house, and for the Love’s Farm
Book Club, which she co-founded
and kept going throughout the
various lockdown restrictions.

Our Star Behind the Scenes award
was presented to Mark Kipping,
treasurer of Love’s Farm House. Mark
did an exceptional job of keeping the
charity afloat during the pandemic.

Caroline Henderson won the
Dogged Determination Award for
her heroic efforts to get a Neighbour-
hoodWatch Scheme set up across
the whole of Love’s Farm.

The Going the Extra Mile award
went to Louise Sales at St Neots
Town Football Club. Louise and her
team organised 100 Christmas dinner
hampers, hosted charity matches and
lots more to make the past year more
bearable for the local community.

Our Mayor, Stephen Ferguson, won
the Committed to the Community
award. He’s been an amazing

ambassador for and champion of our
town, and on Love’s Farm we are
proud to call him one of our own.

Di and Steve Briggs won the Spirit
of Love's Farm award. Their hard
work, generosity and kindness are
perfect examples of everything we
stand for as a community association.

Last but certainly not least, Marcus
Pickering was presented with the
Outstanding Contribution award.
Marcus has been the chair of LFCA
for the past eight years. The success
of the Community Association — and
the amazing community life we enjoy
on Love’s Farm — is, in so manyways,
down to him. Marcus stood down as
the chair of LFCA this year, and so, on
behalf of the whole community, we’d
like to say a huge “Thank you” for
everything he’s done.

LFCA 2.0..?
Marcus’s resignation as chair of

LFCA (see above) leaves a big hole in
our organisation, but we’re determ-
ined to see this as an opportunity

Marcus Pickering presents the Going the Extra
Mile Award to Louise Sales.proposed to connect with Clark Drive,

but following feedback from
Cambridgeshire County Council’s
Highways Officers — as well as from
Love’s Farm Community Association
— about the unsuitability of Clark
Drive as a bus route, this connection
has now been designated as being
for emergency vehicle use only. A
similar emergency vehicle route is
proposed forWhistonWay.

Lara Davenport-Ray and Ben Pitt
wrote to HDC planning officers and
attended the HDC planning meeting
on behalf of LFCA to raise a number
of points. One of these was that the
green corridor — or the wiggly path,
as we fondly call it on Love’s Farm —
would be disrupted by these
emergency vehicle routes. Sadly this
concern was dismissed, as the
outline planning consent had already
established that road connections
would be created between the two
developments.

They also raised concerns about
visitor parking, lighting on paths,
traffic calming and shared-use roads
(where there is no pavement on

residential streets). They highlighted
opportunities to encourage the use
of solar panels and heat pumps —
not something HDC planners can
enforce under current legislation,
but an easy opportunity for the
developer, L&Q Estates, to boost its
environmental credentials.

A couple of small victories were
notched up, with the Design Code
now stating that the installation of
photo-voltaic solar panels “will be
encouraged”, and that the section of
the Code that covers lighting will
specify that paths will be sufficiently
well lit to promote personal safety.

To find out more, search online for
the HDC planning portal, search there
for 21/80194/COND and download
the Amended Design Code.

LFCA Community
Champions 2021
On Friday 12 November, LFCA held

its annual Community Champion
Awards at Love’s Farm House. After
the turmoil of the last 18 months, we
had two years of champions to celeb-

“The Plateau” will extend the green corridor that currently starts at Auntie’s Woods, and will include a skate
park, playgrounds, allotments, orchards and football pitches with a pavilion building.
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rather than a problem.

Marcus covered many roles —
chairing meetings, liaising with
developers and the council, being
the first point of contact for many
residents and much more besides.
We hope to still be able to draw on
his expertise going forwards, but
we’re taking this opportunity to review
how the community association
operates, what we stand for and what
we want to achieve. There are no
right or wrong answers, so it’s down
to those involved to steer and shape
LFCA into its next chapter.

We’d love to hear from people
about what they think is important.
You can do this via our survey at
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk/survey.
We’d also love to hear from you if you
would like to get involved. Perhaps
you have an idea for a community
project — it could be a problem that
needs addressing or something that
will benefit the community. LFCA is
here to help make it happen. Get in
touch via chair@ourlovesfarm.co.uk.

The Farm House
Bar is Back!
Fridays evenings,
Love’s Farm House

Get ready for some Friday fun now
the Farm House Bar has returned.
Running every Friday evening (with a
short break for Christmas) at Love’s
Farm House, the Farm House Bar is
the place for neighbours and friends
to catch up and have some fun.
There’s a friendly atmosphere, a short
walk home, and with well-behaved
children welcome until 9pm you don’t
even need a babysitter.

There’s a regular schedule of
entertainment on offer. The first Friday
of each month is the ever-popular
Cocktails and Karaoke. Come along
from 8pm to test your singing skills,
with cocktails (and mocktails)
available for Dutch courage and ab-
solutely zero musical talent required!

The second Friday of the month is
reserved for special events and on 10
December we have the amazing Lucy

Bunce, harpist and vocalist, visiting us
for a special concert of Songs for
Christmas (more information below).

Love’s Farm Book Club meets in
the hall on the third Friday of each
month, so we make sure there’s
plenty of gin available. Everyone is
welcome. For more information on
this month’s book search for “Love’s
Farm Book Club” on Facebook. If
books are not your bag, the Foyer is
also open for anyone wanting a drink
and a non-literary catch-up.

The last Friday of the month is
reserved for our Quiz Night. Expect
lots of fun and random questions.
Bring your own team (max six people
per team), or just come along and
we’ll find a team for you to join.

Come on down and enjoy the best
(and arguably only) place to spend
your Friday night on Love’s Farm!

Songs for Christmas
Friday 10 December from 8pm at
Love’s Farm House

On Friday 10 December we wel-
come harpist and singer Lucy Bunce
to Love’s Farm House. You may have
seen Lucy at her recent appearance
at the St Neots Micro Festival. She will
be performing Songs for Christmas to
get us in the festive spirit.

Admission is free, though donations
are welcome in support of the Love’s
Farm Community Money Advice
service. There will be nibbles on the
tables and the bar will be open.

Gather your friends and neighbours
and come on down to Love’s Farm
House for an evening of Christmas
music and Christmas spirit!

You can find more information
about Lucy at www.lucybunce.com.

Community Carols
Sunday 19 December, 7pm,
Station Square

Community Carols are back again
this year in Station Square on Sunday
19 December at 7pm. Chris Hatt
(musical director for Hamilton) will
bring his keyboard to help us sing
some traditional Christmas carols and
songs. Come with your neighbours
and family for this annual Christmas
community sing-along!

Singer and harpist Lucy Bunce performs at the
Farm House on Friday 10 December from 8pm.

Chris Hatt helps us get in the mood for Christmas
with some carol singing on Station Square.

https://www.jaspermorrissey.com
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What’s New at Love’s
Farm House
Stitch Street Crochet Club
Mondays 1-2pm

Did you know there’s a Crochet
Club on Love’s Farm? Stitch Street
Crochet Club meets in the Meeting
Room at Love’s Farm House on
Mondays at 1-2pm for crochet and a
chat. Sessions cost £2.50. Jenny from
Stitch Street can support beginners
learning to crochet or help you to
brush up on your skills. All ages and
stages are welcome to drop in.

For further information, message
Jenny at www.facebook.com/
stitchstreetcrochet. Otherwise just
come along. Check theWhat’s On
Guide on the back page or at
www.lovesfarmhouse.com/whats-on
for dates the club is running.

Acro Academy Tots
Thursdays 11.30-12.15pm from
6 January 2022

Following the success of their after-
school Acro Dance club at Love’s
Farm House, which runs on Monday
afternoons for school-age children,
Inspirations are starting a pre-school
Acro class on Thursday mornings
from 6 January 2022. In these classes,
children aged 2-5 will learn basic
Acrobatic Dance skills and moves
while having lots of fun. All children
must be accompanied by a parent or
carer throughout the session.

For more information or to book,

visit inspirations.dance/classes or
email office@inspirations.dance.

Neighbourhood Watch
NeighbourhoodWatch has been

up and running for over two years
now. In that time we've been able to
raise funds for 27 signs that have now
been placed around Love's Farm.

We still need more members to
help with activities such as fundrais-
ing and taking part in campaigns such
as Bike Security, Antisocial Behaviour
and Car Crime.

NeighbourhoodWatch can only
succeed with people's support, and
there are several ways you can get
involved:

1) Sign up to the scheme at
www.ourwatch.org.uk/scheme/
39264/loves-farm-community (make
sure to find the “Love's Farm Com-
munity” scheme if you're searching)

2) Follow the dedicated Love's
Farm NeighbourhoodWatch
Facebook page.

3) Volunteer — we need some help
with putting up signs (no particular
skills, you just need to be confident

up a ladder). There are also a few
admin tasks such as managing the
Facebook page.

4) Meetings are every fourth
Wednesday of the month, currently
via Zoom but hopefully in person
soon. Please register to join the
Love’s Farm Community scheme to
receive the meeting invites.

If you can help with any of these
things, please email Caroline
Henderson at neighbourhood-watch
@ourlovesfarm.co.uk

Love’s Farm Seniors
Social Group
The Love’s Farm Seniors Social

Group is a new community project set
up by Di Briggs. It is for anyone who is
retired and would like to meet
others of a similar age for a cuppa
once a month. If you don't have
children or a dog it can be difficult for
older people to connect with others,
so the Seniors group was started to
help with this and particularly for new
people moving to Love’s Farm.

The next meeting will be held at
the café at Love’s Farm House on
Tuesday 14 December from 10.30 till
noon. Everyone is welcome.

There is also aWhatsApp group to
keep people in touch and arrange to
meet outside of the monthly
gatherings. Drop Di a message at
dianebriggsgy@gmail.com or on
07980 977245 for more information or
to join theWhatsApp group.

2nd St Neots Scouts
KISC Fundraiser
Sat 4 December, 7:30-11:30pm,
St Neots Town Football Club

Join 2nd St Neots Scouts for a pre-
Christmas Family party at the Gregory
Suite, St. Neots Football club.

Tickets are available from the Scout
Hut during meetings or on the door.
They cost £5 per person or £18 for a
family of four. That covers your entry
fee, a quiz and live music from the
amazing covers band Tone Red.
There will also be a BBQ, raffle, and
the bar will be open.

It’s a fun way to raise funds to take
the 2nd St Neots Scouts to Kandersteg
International Scout Centre in Switzer-
land. It promises to be a fantastic
night and it would be great to see as
many people there as possible.

Loves Farm Ladies WI
20 January, 7:30pm, Reedman’s
Bar, St Neots Town Football Club

Loves Farm LadiesWI are proud to
be part of the National Federation of
Women’s Institutes.

They set up nearly four years ago in
response to a general call out to

Love’s Farm Seniors Social Group at their first
meeting in September.

Acro Academy Tots, coming to Love’s Farm House
from January.

https://www.facebook.com/stitchstreetcrochet
https://www.facebook.com/stitchstreetcrochet
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/scheme/39264/loves-farm-community
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/scheme/39264/loves-farm-community
mailto:neighbourhood-watch@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
mailto:neighbourhood-watch@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
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Farm House Café
Tuesdays 9am-12 noon,
Love’s Farm House

The Tuesday morning café at
Love's Farm House runs from 9am to
midday every Tuesday during term
time. It offers a morning oasis and the
opportunity for a catch up with neigh-
bours, a quality cup of coffee, tea, hot
chocolate or chai latte and a 'second
breakfast' pastry!

Youth Café
Wednesdays, 3:30-5pm,
Love’s Farm House

September saw the relaunch
of Youth Cafe onWednesday
afternoons. It’s great to see so many
young people come along week by
week and bring friends.

There are no planned activities —
it’s just about providing a space for
the young people of our community
to hang out in a safe environment
locally. The milkshakes are a real
winner it seems!

Anyone in school years 7 to 13 is
welcome to drop in.

Youth Alpha
Thursdays, 6-7:30pm,
Love’s Farm House

Love’s Farm Church’s first Youth
Alpha group has been meeting on
Thursday evenings to discuss and
explore the big questions of life. It's
been a great opportunity to explore

the concept of faith together. If there
are more young people that would be
interested, the group leaders will do
their best to run it again. Contact
Adele at adele.jones@elydiocese.org
for more information.

Advent Activity box
Love’s Farm’s Community Chaplain,

Helene, has a supply of Advent
Activity boxes with a range of crafts
and stories to enjoy over the weeks
leading up to Christmas. The boxes
have been put together by the
children’s team of the national United
Reformed Church and are offered
free of charge. Contact Helene at
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk if
your household would like one.

Christmas Eve
Nativity Play
Friday 24 December, 4pm,
Love’s Farm House

Join the Breakfast Church team for
a Christmas Eve community nativity
play. Come along to Love's Farm
House at 4pm and take part (or just
watch) a homegrown nativity play.
Children (and grown ups if you want!)
should come dressed as a nativity
character of their choice to help tell
the story at the heart of Christmas.

We'll be together for about an
hour, and as well as the play there'll
be candles, hot chocolate, cookies,
carols and community. For more
info contact Helene on
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk.

ladies on the estate.

The group meets in the Football
Club on the third Thursday of each
month. After discussing official
business, including updates from the
regional and national level of the
organisation, they take part in an
activity or hear from a speaker. Activ-
ities can range from arts and crafts,
cookery and fitness tasters, to games,
quizzes and campaigning efforts.

A refreshment break gives
everyone time to catch up with
friends, eat cake and get to know
newmembers and guests. They hold
a raffle to raise funds and recognise
members’ birthdays with a small
‘lucky dip’ gift.

If you would like to join in, the next
meeting is on 20 January at 7.30pm in
the Reedman’s Suite, St Neots FC.

For more details about the Loves
Farm LadiesWI, please call Jayne on
07792 824707.

SMART
Saturday 15 January, 11am or 2pm,
meet at the Pirate Ship

Our next community litter pick will
be on Saturday 15 January 2022,

meeting at the Pirate Ship at 11am
and 2pm and providing us with a New
Year opportunity to come together
and clear our shared spaces and
green places of litter. Come for as
little or as much time as you have —
litter pickers and bags provided.

Farewell and Thanks
to David Wells

DavidWells has
stepped down as
one of our two
District Councillors
for health reasons.

David has served
the Love’s Farm
community in

several roles over many years — firstly
as Treasurer of LFCA, then as Town
Councillor and District Councillor. In
addition, as County Councillor for
another division he often went in to
bat for us on Love’s Farm issues.

David’s achievements include
securing parking controls for Love’s
Farm, removal of some of our more
dangerous chicanes, and extra
lighting for the Fox Brook area.

We are enormously grateful for
David’s dedicated service and wish
him, and his wife Lynn, all the very
best as they enjoy David’s retirement.
There will be elections in May for the
whole of the District Council, and so
David’s seat will remain vacant until
then. In the meantime, you can
contact Ben Pitt for any District
Council matters (see p11).

Love’s Farm Ladies WI meet at the Football Club.
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Breakfast Church on
Christmas Day
Saturday 25 December, 11am,
Love’s Farm House

Breakfast Church will meet at 11am
on Christmas Day at Love's Farm
House for a light breakfast and
Christmas celebration that will last
about an hour.

Straight afterwards we will lay a
table and finish preparations for
Christmas dinner. Everyone is very
welcome to to attend either or both,
even if you don't usually come along
to Breakfast Church.

It would help to know if you're
planning on dinner, so please just
drop Helene a message at
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk.

Love’s Farm Drains
Drains normally rely on gravity to

transport foul water to a water
treatment works. Pumps are needed
when gravity isn’t sufficient. There is a
sewerage pumping station at the

bottom of Love’s Farm, adjacent to
the Hooper’s Green building site.

Even though they form a crucial
part of modern life, drains are not
considered by some people worthy
of much interest. But when they get
blocked they can cause considerable
expense to householders to put right.

AnglianWater, the company that
provides sewerage and clean water
services to Love’s Farm, report that
they spend hundreds and thousands
of pounds every year on unblocking
their network. Although the system
on Love’s Farm is relatively new, one
of the pumps serving it failed
recently. To make matters worse, the
lower end of Love’s Farm is more
susceptible to flooding. It is therefore
in everyone’s interest to keep all the
drains and sewers on Love’s Farm in
good condition.

So how can residents help?

Nothing should be put down a lav-
atory except the three P’s: poo, pee
and paper. Certainly not wet wipes,
nappies or cotton buds. Cooking fat,
paint, sand or builders rubble should
not be emptied into sinks or drains.

It’s also really important that every-
one disposes of their litter properly. If
it gets into the many attenuation
ponds around Love’s Farm, it can
block them. They are designed to
store excess flood water that
eventually flows into Fox Brook and
Hen Brook into the Great Ouse.

Thank you for helping!

Siriol Hogg

Jesus, Mary and Joseph enjoying some winter sun
at the Community Garden at 76 Stone Hill.

Get In Touch
Love’s Farm News
Editor: Ben Pitt
ben.pitt@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Advertising enquiries:
Jenny Bishop 01480 262626
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk

Love’s FarmCommunity
Association (LFCA)
Chair: currently vacant!
chair@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk
�� ourlovesfarm

Love’s Farm House
Bookings and general enquiries
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm):
Jenny 01480 262626,
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
Chair of trustees:
Raymon Gompelman
raymon@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
www.lovesfarmhouse.com
�� lovesfarmhouse

St Neots Community
Support
Help with shopping and other tasks
for people who are isolating due to
COVID-19. Call 0333 3355 344 or
email info@sncs.org.uk

Town Councillors
Stephen Ferguson, stephen.
ferguson@stneots-tc.gov.uk
Caroline Gregson, caroline.gregson
@stneots-tc.gov.uk Rob Simonis
robert.simonis@stneots-tc.gov.uk
Ben Pitt, ben.pitt@stneots-tc.gov.uk

District Councillor
Ben Pitt, 07703 169273
ben.pitt@huntingdonshire.gov.uk

County Councillor
Stephen Ferguson, 07525 987460,
stephen.ferguson@cambridgeshire.g
ov.uk

Financial Difficulties
Love's Farm Community Money
Advice: www.lovesfarmchurch.com/
moneyadvice 01480 260234,
moneyadvice@lovesfarmchurch.com

Breakfast Church
Helene Tame, 07938 803501
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

BPHA
Contact Customer Services on
0330 100 0272 ww.bpha.org.uk

Hartbeeps
Ages: 0 to 4, £7 per child.
Contact Sarah on 07872 331260
sarah.armstrong@hartbeeps.com,
www.hartbeeps.com

Stitch Street Crochet
Classes
£2.50 per session, visit
facebook.com/stitchstreetcrochet or
www.stitchstreet.co.uk

Acro Dance
5-14 Years. Contact
office@inspirations.dance or
www.facebook.com/
Inspirationsdancecambourne.

Train with Sophia
Fitness Class
£5 per session / £18 for four-week
block. Contact Sophia via
www.facebook.com/
TrainwithSophiaA.

Zumba, Fitness Pilates,
Pregnancy Pilates and Fit
Mums
Contact Nicola at njfitness
andmassage@outlook.com,
www.njfitnessandmassage.com.

Tiny Talk
Ages birth to 2 years, £6.50 per
session, contact Claire on
clairep@tinytalk.co.uk

Narcotics Anonymous
https://ukna.org or call the helpline
on 0300 999 1212

Baby Sensory
Birth to 13 months, £37.50 for 5
classes. 07538 502587
beds@babysensory.co.uk,
www.babysensory.com.

Shining Stars Children's
Charity
Contact Natalie on
natalie@shiningstars.org.uk or
www.shiningstars.org.uk

Pilates with Laura
£78 for 12 classes. Contact
Laura on 07900 242904 or
laura@pilateswithlaura.co.uk

Healthy You
Call 03330 050093 or visit
www.healthyyou.org.uk

Youth Café
School years 7 to 13. Email Adele
at adele.jones@elydiocese.org

St Neots Tang Soo Do
Karate Club
Ages: 6 to adult. £4.50 per
person / £9 per family. Contact
Paul on 07790 217170

FitSteps/Broadway Boogie
£7 per single session / £6 per block
booked session. Contact Lynne on
dsmdancewithlynne@gmail.com or
facebook.com/dsmdancewithlynne.

Contemporary Dance
Ages: 5-12, £5-6 per session.
Contact Megan
info@deweyschoolofdance.co.uk.
www.deweyschoolofdance.co.uk

Love’s Farm Rainbows,
Brownies & Guides
guides@lovesfarmguiding.org.uk,
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Mama Baby Bliss Baby &
Toddler Yoga
Ages 2 - 12 months. Contact
joanna.miller@mamababybliss.com
call 07904 374212 or visit
www.mamababybliss.com/classes/
book-a-class/biggleswade-st-neots.

Junior Youth Club
School Years 3 to 6. Contact
Helene on 07938 803501,
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

Love's Farm Book Club
Join the Facebook group at
www.facebook.com/groups/
lovesfarmbookclub

Street Dance
Various classes for ages 4+,
£4 to £5.50 per class. Contact
Katy on 07500 875060, www.
katynorthdanceacademy.com

Love’s Farm Ladies (WI)
lovesfarmladieswi@gmail.com

Love’s Farm Runners
Visit www.facebook.com/
lovesfarmrunners

2nd St Neots Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts
tinyurl.com/lovesfarmcubs
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