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The chair of Love’s Farm
Community Association (LFCA) Lara
Davenport-Ray has been working
with local authorities to resolve safety
concerns about the pedestrian
crossing on Hogsden Leys. This site
is complicated by a blind bend, a
chicane, variations in road markings,
on street parking and a well-used
crossing for pedestrians, cyclists and
school children.

Lara presented several potential

improvements to the Town Council
and Cambridge County Highways
Officers. Both required changes to
our ideas before the process could
continue. As a result, an improvement
has been proposed to remove
on-street parking between the
crossing and Wood Ridge Crescent
on both sides of the road. LFCA has
requested that this is implemented at
the same time as additional on-street
parking spaces further south on

Hogsden Leys Crossing

LFCA invested in a temporary sign to discourage parking near the crossing on Hogsden Leys
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Hogsden Leys. The space for
additional on-street parking was
created when a chicane was
removed several years ago.

In January the Town Council
agreed to part-fund and support an
improvement proposal to the County
Council. We now await a decision
from the County Council on whether
they will approve the scheme and
commit the balance of required
funding. If the scheme is approved
this spring, then much more detail will
be available to share with residents.

Remembering Jo
Whitney

Jo Whitney, one of the longest
serving and much loved teaching
assistants at the Round House
school, died at home after a short
illness earlier in January.

Miss Whitney (as she was known by
all the children) joined the school in
2009 and worked mostly with the
Years 5 and 6 children, but also as
part of the Magpies after-school
team. When Simba the dog joined the
school, she added his care to her list
of duties. She could often be heard
calling for him in the school corridors
and slipping him titbits of food.

Miss Whitney was a larger-than-life
character and a huge presence in the
school. She was a great encourager
and cheerleader, she was honest and
hilarious, she loved school dinners
and hated school trips!

She was especially brilliant with

children who were struggling, but lots
of children at the school have a story
to tell and a special memory of Miss
Whitney to share: whether that was
putting your chair on top of your desk
if you hadn’t pushed it under the
table, messing about with school
displays, telling risky jokes, sneaking
treats to Simba or going ‘missing’ and
dipping into classes just to say hello,

Miss Whitney filled the school with
her humour and humanity. She loved
the Round House school and the
Round House school loved her. News
of her death was met with a wave of
sadness.

However long ago it was that you
were at school, memories of your
own teachers will be surfacing.
Hundreds of children will be
remembering Miss Whitney their
whole lives long and not least be-
cause love endures. She left a double
helping of love in many, many hearts.

Helene Tame

Jo Whitney enjoying lunch with Simba
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Water Outages:
Response from Anglian
Water

On 18 January, Anglian Water joined
the LFCA committee meeting with an
update on our water supply and
infrastructure.

After months of frequent water
outages, upgrades to the pumping
station and pressure boosters were
installed in November. This is located
next to the railway bridge on Priory
Hill. Since November our water
shortages have significantly reduced.

Our frequent water losses are also
a result of interruptions to the local
electricity supply. Millisecond power
cuts, that would not affect domestic
supply, do affect Anglian's pumping
stations. Our area, which includes
Yelling, Toseland, and stretching
across to Graffham Water have all
been affected. UK Power Networks
would need to significantly invest in
the Grid to further reduce power cuts.

905 Bus Service
Over the past months many of

you have experienced frequent
cancellations on the 905 bus route to
and from Cambridge. In November,
Cllr Lara Davenport-Ray wrote to the
CEO of Stagecoach to share our
frustration with the cancellations and
ask for clarity on the new 905 route.

The response from Darren Roe was
disappointing but also enlightening.
There are currently not enough bus

drivers but many are in training. Even
more concerning is the reality that
"the 905 is forecasted to be
significantly loss making for
[Stagecoach]" but they "have a
strong marketing campaign planned
for the service and as we grow the
service we will be able to look further
at enhancing the frequencies."

In summer 2022, Stagecoach held
an open forum at Longsands School,
where they committed to provide one
hourly fast and one hourly stopping
service to Cambridge. The feasibility
of this service is equally bleak:

"The losses which we are facing on
the 905 mean that we cannot afford
the vehicle investment needed to
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make that idea work. We have
therefore listened to residents at that
meeting and made the service fast
down the A428 and returned it to the
Madingley Road."

Valentine’s Disco
Saturday 18th February 2023,
6pm to 9pm, Love’s Farm House

Valentine’s Day is just around the
corner and there’s no need to book a
babysitter because you can celebrate
with the whole family at the Love’s
Farm House Valentine’s Disco!

In our beautifully decorated hall we
will have cheesy hits to dance to, lots
of games for the kids, Valentine’s
themed cocktails, mocktails and
snacks at the bar, and prizes galore.

Steve Mulvey Photography will be
running a pop-up photo studio, so
put your glad rags on and pose for a
beautiful family portrait. Prints will be
available to purchase on the day, or
you can take your time and choose
photographs to buy from the online
gallery after the event (photoshoot
slots are subject to availability).

Valentine’s Disco tickets cost £3 per
person (babies under 1 are free). All
children must be accompanied by a
parent or carer. Book your tickets at
www.lovesfarmhouse.com/tickets.

Love’s Farm Book Club
Love’s Farm Book started in 2019

and is still going strong today with
over 200 members.
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The book club meets every third
Friday at the Love’s Farm House Bar.
Every month a new book is chosen by
the group from a different theme or
genre. Everyone is welcome and it’s a
great opportunity to meet new
people from the local area.

Get involved on our Facebook
group at facebook.com/groups/
lovesfarmbookclub.

What’s New at Love’s
Farm House

Fitness Pilates
Wednesdays 10.30-11.30am

Following the popularity of their
Monday evening Fitness Pilates class,
NJ Fitness have introduced a new
daytime class on Wednesday morn-
ings. Pilates will teach you the skills to
improve your posture, balance and
mobility, focusing on strengthening
your core and preventing injuries.
There is also a relaxation section at
the end. Classes are mixed ability,
with plenty of options to challenge

you at the correct intensity.

Sessions cost £45 for a 6-week
block. Contact Njfitnessandmassage
@outlook.com or visit
www.njfitnessandmassage.com for
more information and to book.

The Good Sense Antenatal
and Baby Classes
Thursdays 11.20am-12.35pm &
1-1.45pm from 23 February 2023

The Good Sense Antenatal and
Baby Classes are bringing their
classes to Love’s Farm House this
month. Massage & More is suitable
for babies from birth to 5 months and
is an introduction to age-appropriate
sensory stimulation, with gentle
songs, movement, massage and
reflexology (oil provided). Parents will
come together at the end of the
session to bond over their parenting
experiences (and biscuits). Over the
five-week course you will learn a full
body massage, including colic man-
agement and reflexology for reflux.

For older babies aged 3/4 months
(with good head control) to 8 months,
Sensatots provides 5 weeks of sens-
ory stimulation, noise, toys, bubbles
and upside-down babies. Starting
with a movement segment designed
to develop balance, coordination and
prepare little bodies and minds for
crawling, we will work on our impulse
control using the twinkly bells and
discover what’s in the box!

Massage & More sessions cost £60
for a 5-week block, while Sensatots

Just a few of the books enjoyed by Love’s
Farm Book Club in the past year

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lovesfarmbookclub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lovesfarmbookclub
mailto:Njfitnessandmassage@outlook.com
mailto:Njfitnessandmassage@outlook.com
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cost £45 for a 5-week block. For more
information or to book, visit www.
goodsenseantenatalandbabyclasses.
com or message Nikki at facebook
.com/thegoodsenseclasses.

Love's Farm in Bloom
Lilyana and Phyllis have finished

doing the main planting of the planter
boxes on the station approach. A few
of the first plants were hit hard by the
December freeze; time will tell if they
recover. There are bulbs planted and
there’s some top-dressing to do.

Phyllis and her team have also
started tidying up Station Square but
the weather has not been conducive!
Contact Phyllis at phyllis.hooper@
btinternet.com or 07709903249 if you
would like to get involved.

Half Term at Love’s
Farm House

There’s plenty of half term fun to be
had at Love’s Farm House this month.

Silver Rock Craftswill be celebrat-
ing with a Valentine’s Day-themed

craft workshop for children aged 5+
on Tuesday 14 January from 10.15am
to 11.45am. Bring out your child’s
creative side through a range of craft
activities — and make sure they dress
for mess! £8 per child, booking
essential. Visit www.facebook.com/
SilverRockDesigns for more informa-
tion and to book your child’s space.

On Wednesday 15 February from
9am to 3pm, Katy North Dance
Academywill be bringing back their
popular school holiday workshops,
this time with a musical theatre
theme. Children will learn songs and
dance routines from some of their
favourite musicals in this one-day
workshop. The workshop costs £22.50
per child (ages 7+). Contact katynorth
.danceacademy@gmail.com or visit
facebook.com/katynorthdance for
more information or to book your
child’s space.

For families with children who
have special educational needs and
disabilities, Living Sportwill be
running a SEND family fun morning
on Thursday 16 February from 10am
to 12noon. There will be mini-games,
adapted sports such as table cricket
and boccia, soft play, and a quiet
corner. Parents can grab a cuppa and
chat with other families, and the
Living Sport Team will be here to find
out about the types of activities your
family might like to do in the future.
There is no charge for this event, but
you must pre-register using the form
at www.livingsport.co.uk/events as
spaces are limited.

Phyllis and her team have taken over care of
the planters on the station approach

https://www.goodsenseantenatalandbabyclasses.com
https://www.goodsenseantenatalandbabyclasses.com
https://www.goodsenseantenatalandbabyclasses.com
https://www.facebook.com/thegoodsenseclasses
https://www.facebook.com/thegoodsenseclasses
mailto:phyllis.hooper@btinternet.com
mailto:phyllis.hooper@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/silverrockdesigns
https://www.facebook.com/silverrockdesigns
mailto:katynorth.danceacademy@gmail.com
mailto:katynorth.danceacademy@gmail.com
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And don’t forget to put your
dancing shoes on and join us for a
Valentine’s Disco to round off half
term week on Saturday 18 February,
6-9pm. Get your tickets at
www.lovesfarmhouse.com/tickets.

A Warm Welcome at the
Farm House Bar & Café

Did you know that the Love’s Farm
House foyer transforms into a bar and
café several times a week? It’s a great
place to meet up with friends, get to
know your neighbours, warm up
when it’s chilly outside, and take
advantage of the short walk home.

The Farm House Café is open from
9am to 12noon every Tuesday in term
time and offers a range of delicious
pastries. Little Dutch Bites add their
poffertjes to our menu on selected
dates (usually the 2nd, 4th & 5th
Tuesdays of the month). The Lazy
Breakfast team serve up pastries,
sausage rolls and deluxe waffles on
Saturday mornings (also term-time
only). At both cafés we have freshly
brewed coffee, Brew Tea Co loose
leaf tea, hot chocolate with all the
trimmings, and a selection of juices
and cold drinks. Plus there’s free
Wi-Fi, books to borrow from the
Micro Library, and heating!

The Farm House Bar is open every
Friday evening from 7.45pm. We have
all your favourite tipples, plenty of
soft drinks, and themed cocktails and
mocktails on selected dates. There
are regular themed nights at the bar,

including the ever-popular Karaoke,
Games Night and Pride Night, plus
one-off events such as Open Mic and
Gin Nights. On the third Friday
evening of each month, we welcome
the Love’s Farm Book Club to the bar
to discuss the latest literary offering
alongside lashings of gin.

Friday 10 February is Cosy Craft
Night at the Farm House Bar. Are
you into crochet, knitting, drawing,
painting, journaling or anything else
crafty? Why not bring along your WIP
(Work In Progress) and join some
other crafty people for a natter and
a hot chocolate (boozy & vegan
versions and other drinks available!)
We’d love to see you there!

Don’t forget that if it’s chilly at
home, the Love’s Farm House foyer is
warm and is open (subject to staff
availability and hire commitments)
from 9am to 3pm during term time
and 9am to 12noon during school
holidays. Feel free to call us on 01480
262626 if you want to check we’re
open before heading down.

Scill from Little Dutch Bites serving up
poffertjes at the Farm House Café
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LFCA: Community
Organisers Welcome
Wednesday 15 February, 7:30pm,
Love’s Farm House

Our Community Association meets
on the third Wednesday of the month
to resolve issues, plan events and
whatever else it takes to make Love’s
Farm a pleasant, safe and friendly
place to live. We start each meeting
with a chance for anyone to raise
concerns or make suggestions, and
we’re always happy to meet new
people and hear their ideas. Our next
in-person meeting is on 15 February
at 7:30pm at Love’s Farm House.
Everyone with an interest in their
community is welcome to join us.

Plenty of Christmas
Spirit at the Love’s
Farm Carols

The annual Love's Farm Christmas
Carol big sing was a joyous occasion,
as around 100 people gathered on
Station Square on 23 December. Ably
accompanied by Chris Hatt on piano
and Marcus Pickering on trumpet, we
sang our way through a selection of
traditional Christmas carols and
contemporary songs.

From Station Square, the whole
group (or so it seemed) moved
across to Love's Farm House where
the virtual crackling fire waited to
welcome us. The bar provided its
usual fare alongside mulled wine
and mince pies, the meeting room

became a pop up craft hub for the
children to create some Christmas
angels (did you know there are more
angels in the Nativity story than in any
other story). The hall and foyer
buzzed with good cheer and conver-
sation. Everyone agreed it all made
for a happy start to the Christmas
holidays. We'll aim for the same
again this year so pencil Friday 22
December 2023 in your diaries.

Mice on Love’s Farm
We've had lots of reports of mice in

homes around Love's Farm and
Wintringham, and have gathered lots
of data via social media to
corroborate this.

It seems likely that the problem
is field mice, Developers of the
Monksfields development to the
east of Love's Farm have scraped
the top surface for archaeological
investigations, forcing mice to leave
their natural habitat.

The pest control officer at
Huntingdonshire District Council has
provided the following advice:

Chris, Marcus and Helene leading the
Christmas Carols on Station Square
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If you've spotted a mouse, there's
some information at www.bpca.org.uk
which will help identify if it's a field
mouse. If identified as field mice, then
any rodenticide must not be used as
this is against BPCA guidelines so
only traps are allowed.

As the weather gets colder field
mice that are currently surviving
outside will look for warmer places to
harbour and nest and try to move
inside buildings and houses. Food is
also scarce for them outside hence
another reason why infestations are
more noticeable this time of year.

Due to the design and layout of
most modern properties, mice can
easily access inside if the gap is more
than 4mm.

The council's advice to residents is
as follows:

• Cover household waste, close
dustbin lids and cover compost
bins where possible

• Store food in airtight containers
and clear up any food spillages/
debris straight away

• Install brush strip on exterior
doors if the gap is more than
4mm ( width of a pencil)

• Fit mesh air vent/brick covers

• Any gaps around the outside of
properties e.g pipes, windows,
doors and walls of 4mm or more
should be filled with wire wool
then silicone/expanding foam
over the top

• Remove any long standing items

piled up in gardens

• If control is required then use
traps inside where mice have
been active but ensure the traps
are placed away from children
and pets.

Hunts District Council can offer a
course of treatment or survey if re-
quired. Booking details can be found
at www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk.

Could you Help to Make
this Newsletter?
Love’s Farm News is written, laid out

and edited entirely by volunteers.
Would you like to join our team to
help share positive stories and useful
information with the Love’s Farm
community? If so we’d love to hear
from you. Please drop Ben a line at
ben.pitt@ourlovesfarm.co.uk

Love’s Farm Out
of Doors

Probably, like me, everyone is tired
of this stop/start winter. One day the
weather person is saying it is unusu-
ally mild and then that this Arctic air

A magical frosty scene on Love’s Farm
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will be with us for
the next week.
Although it is a month
since we passed the
shortest day, they
don’t seem to be getting
any longer. I often
marvel at just how long
a year is, in terms of our
being surprised at the
length and variety of the
seasons as they come
around again. The
French have a phrase
which, roughly trans-
lated, says “The more
things change, the more they are the
same thing”. With global warming,
climate change statistics will tell us
that, year on year, average temperat-
ures, rainfalls, storms, snow etc are
changing in pattern. But day by day,
wherever we live, we and the plants,
animals, birds and all other living
things just have to get on with it.
Spring will come.

During the autumn, LFCA, in
partnership with Govia Thameslink,
took over the planting and care of the
Planters on the path up to the railway
station. We have done some initial
planting, although the paperwork
held us up until it was a bit late.
Hopefully with better weather we will
again enjoy this approach to Love’s
Farm. If anyone would like to join the
care team please do contact me or
any other member of the LFCA.

There is a misconception that there
is no need to do gardening in the

winter. Wrong. But it is
difficult to get started.
One day earlier this
month a little gang of
helpers and I started to
tidy the beds on Station
Square — it was very
satisfying to see
the difference we made
in the hour or so we
could stand it! I also
want to get out with
my loppers and tidy up
some over-hanging
branches. Again, any
volunteers would

be very welcome.

There have been some very pretty
hoar frosts and both sun and moon
“glories”, partial or full rainbow rings.
So provided one steps carefully
through snow, ice and mud, there are
interesting things to see. On a lime
tree at the end of Dramsell Rise there
has been a fungus developing,
despite the cold, the Alder trees have
dropped their first catkins and Hazels
are beginning to look pretty in
sunshine. Spring is coming!

phyllis.hooper@btinternet.com
07709903249

Advertise Here
Advertise your company or event

with a half-page, quarter-page or
classified advert. This newsletter is
delivered to 1,500 homes on Love’s
Farm. Please contact Jenny on 01480
262626 (9am-3pm Monday-Friday) or
email jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk.

Fungus and lichen making their
home on a lime tree trunk
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Get In Touch
Love’s FarmNews
Editor: Ben Pitt
ben.pitt@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Advertising enquiries:
Jenny Bishop 01480 262626
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk

Love’s FarmCommunity
Association (LFCA)
info@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
Chair: Lara Davenport-Ray
chair@ourlovesfarm.co.uk
www.ourlovesfarm.co.uk
�� ourlovesfarm

Love’s FarmHouse
Bookings and general enquiries
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm):
Jenny 01480 262626,
jenny@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
Chair: Raymon Gompelman
raymon@lovesfarmhouse.co.uk
www.lovesfarmhouse.com
�� lovesfarmhouse

Town Councillors
Anna Crompton,
anna.crompton@stneots-tc
.gov.uk
Katie Dundas-Todorov, katie.
dunas-todorov@stneots-tc.gov.uk
Jaideep Kumar
jaideep.kumar@stneots-tc.gov.uk
Ben Pitt, ben.pitt@stneots-tc.
gov.uk

District Councillors
Marcus Pickering, 07796 617868
marcus.pickering@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk
Lara Davenport-Ray,
lara.davenport-ray@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk

County Councillor
Stephen Ferguson, 07525 987460,
stephen.ferguson
@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Financial Difficulties
Love's Farm Community Money
Advice:
www.lovesfarmchurch.com/
moneyadvice 01480 260234,
moneyadvice@lovesfarmchurch.com

Breakfast Church
Helene Tame, 07938 803501
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

BPHA
Contact Customer Services on
0330 100 0272 www.bpha.org.uk

Hartbeeps
Ages: 0 to 4, £7 per child.
Contact Sarah on 07872 331260
sarah.armstrong@hartbeeps.com,
www.hartbeeps.com

Kidslingo French
Ages: 4 to 8, £38 for 6 week block.
Call 07707 027640 or email
harriet.ward@kidslingo.co.uk

Lift Lean, Zumba, Fitness
Pilates, Bootcamp & Fit
Mum
Contact Nicola at njfitness
andmassage@outlook.com,
www.njfitnessandmassage.com.

Baby Sensory
Birth to 13 months, £48 for 6
classes. 07538 502587
beds@babysensory.co.uk,
www.babysensory.com

Shining Stars Children's
Charity
Contact Natalie on
natalie@shiningstars.org.uk or
www.shiningstars.org.uk

Pilates with Laura
£78 for 12 classes. Contact
Laura on 07900 242904 or
laura@pilateswithlaura.co.uk

Healthy You
Call 03330 050093 or visit
www.healthyyou.org.uk

Youth Café
School years 7 to 13. Email Jake at
jakelfcafe@outlook.com

Love’s Farm Tang Soo Do
Karate Club
Ages: 6 to adult. £4.50 per
person / £9 per family. Contact
Paul on 07790 217170

Broadway Boogie
Contact Lynne on
dsmdancewithlynne@gmail.com
or facebook.com/
dsmdancewithlynne.

Little Loves
Ages: Birth to Preschool, £1
per family. Helene, 07938 803501,
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

Silver Rock Craft Club
£8 per child, ages 5+. Contact Jo on
silver-rock@hotmail.co.uk

The Good Sense
Birth to 8 Months. Visit
www.facebook.com/
thegoodsenseclasses

GPCMixed Martial Arts
Visit www.gpcmma.com.

Love’s Farm Rainbows,
Brownies & Guides
guides@lovesfarmguiding.org.uk,
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Mama Baby Bliss Yoga
Yoga for babies, toddlers, mums
and dads. Contact
joanna.miller@mamababybliss.com
call 07904 374212 or visit
www.mamababybliss.com/
classes/book-a-class/
biggleswade-st-neots.

Junior Youth Club
School Years 3 to 6. Contact Helene
on 07938 803501,
community.chaplain@yahoo.co.uk

Love's Farm Book Club
Join the Facebook group at
www.facebook.com/
lovesfarmbookclub

Street Dance / Musical
Theatre Workshop
Various classes for ages 4+.
Contact Katy on 07500 875060,
www.katynorthdanceacademy
.com

Footsteps Dance Academy
(ballet, tap &modern)
Contact
missjemma@footsteps.co.uk or
www.footstepsdance.co.uk

Love’s Farm Ladies (WI)
lovesfarmladieswi@gmail.com

Love’s Farm Runners
Visit www.facebook.com/
lovesfarmrunners

2nd St Neots Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts
tinyurl.com/lovesfarmcubs
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